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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-MA) has introduced legislation to help protect and restore the Connecticut River in Massachusetts and Connecticut. The Lower Connecticut River Partnership Act would enhance conservation efforts for the river and its tributaries, enabling grassroots groups to protect wildlife and habitat and sponsor educational programs about the Connecticut River throughout the lower watershed. Olver introduced the bill (HR 2479) on Monday with Congresswoman Nancy L. Johnson (R-CT).

         "The Connecticut River is one of New England?s premier natural assets," Olver said. "With its 11,000-square-mile watershed, it is the region?s largest river ecosystem. The river and its tributaries provide outstanding habitat for wildlife and fish, such as native trout, shad and Atlantic salmon, as well as excellent recreational opportunities in the region." 

         ongress recognized the great natural value and national significance of the Connecticut River watershed in 1991 when it was designated a National Fish and Wildlife Refuge named in memory of the late Silvio O. Conte. Intense pride in the combined economic, environmental and cultural values of the valley led to a locally organized nomination of the Connecticut River as an American Heritage River. In 1998, it became one of 14 rivers designated by the president an American Heritage River. 

         he Lower Connecticut River Partnership Act would establish a small grants program for local environmental conservation projects and support a Connecticut River Restoration Initiative to protect riparian habitat, restore fisheries and improve water quality. The legislation would also fund projects that increase access to the river and help the public better understand, appreciate and enjoy the beauty and wonder of the river ecosystem in Massachusetts and Connecticut. Specific projects could include constructing fish ways to improve passage for fish, restoring and protecting riverbanks to improve water quality and aquatic and riparian habitat, and assisting communities, nonprofit organizations and riverfront landowners in restoration, protection and conservation efforts. 

         The Connecticut River watershed is a scenic region of cities and historic villages located in an internationally and nationally significant landscape of working farms, verdant forests, mountains and broad fertile floodplains," Olver said. "It is a great natural resource worth protecting for generations to come." 

         or more information, contact Whitty Sanford, Associate Executive Director, Connecticut River Watershed Council, at 413-772-2020 or crwc@crocker.com. 
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